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special person or a special form of the supreme Goc
was believed to exist, and "Zeus of Supplication'
was added to the list of deities. In just the same wa}
" Zeus of Hospitality " enforced the duty, then so im-
portant, of receiving those who, in the absence oJ
inns, could find no other resting-place. And how tre
mendous was the authority of these deities the play
before us shows.

But both these duties lose their relative importance
as civilisation advances. They were losing it even
when ^Eschylus wrote; and here, as well as elsewhere,
we may see him lingering affectionately about the
traces of past times and creeds, and investing with
picturesque solemnity ruins which he could not restore.
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